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PRISON BEDS � STATE BUDGET ALLOCATION 

690. Hon GIZ WATSON to the minister representing the Minister for Corrective Services: 
I refer to the funding for an increase in prison beds that was announced in the budget. Budget paper No 1, Budget 
Speech, states at page 6 � 

A total of $655 million will be invested over the period to 2012-13 towards an additional 1,657 prisoner 
beds . . . 

However, budget paper No 3, Economic and Fiscal Outlook, states at page 6 that the government�s major 
initiatives include � 

additional expenditure of $71 million over four years to meet the projected increase in the prison 
population arising from implementation of the Government�s law and order election commitments; 

(1) Which of these two figures is correct? 

(2) How does the minister explain the discrepancy between these two budget documents? 

(3) If there has been an increase in expenditure, what is that increase as a percentage? 

Hon SIMON O�BRIEN replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of her question and for her continued interest in the subject. The 
Minister for Corrective Services has advised me as follows � 

(1) Both figures are correct. 

(2) The apparent discrepancy is explained as follows: the $655 million includes capital and recurrent 
funding; the $71 million represents the estimated net increase in operating costs of the new facilities as 
they come online. 

(3) The year-on-year percentage increase in relation to the $655 million is as follows: 2009-10, 29.4 per 
cent; 2010-11, 17.4 per cent; 2011-12, 27.4 per cent; and 2012-13, 27.8 per cent. These figures are 
calculated by taking the allocation for each year and dividing that figure by the previous year�s total 
appropriations as printed in the budget papers. 

 


